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Senior Gardener
Job Description
[bookmark: _Hlk161660248]Job Title:			Senior Gardener
Reports to:			Gardens and Landscape Manager
Department/Function:	Leisure & Tourism 
Hours:			37.5 hours 
Location:			Raby Castle


Overview of Raby Estates 

Raby Castle near Staindrop has been the home of the Vane family for generations and is open to visitors. Lord and Lady Barnard have developed the Castle and grounds extensively, to become one of the foremost visitor attractions in the country.  

The wider Raby Estate comprises substantial landholdings and trading operations include in-house farms, let farms and residential property, along with sporting enterprises across Estates in Co Durham and Shropshire. We also have visitor attractions at Raby Castle, High Force Hotel and Waterfall in Upper Teesdale and The Wrekin in Shropshire.


Job details

This is a rare opportunity for a talented individual to join the team caring for the gardens at Raby Castle, recently reimagined by renowned garden designers Luciano Giubbilei and Alistair Baldwin

To ensure the garden is enjoyed at its very best throughout the year, we are seeking to recruit an experienced gardener to help the team as they look to not only maintain the garden to the highest standard but further enhance its appeal to the huge numbers of visitors it attracts

What you’ll be doing

· Supported by the Assistant Head Gardeners, you will join a small team dedicated to the care and development of the five acre Walled Garden and the wider landscape.
· You will be responsible for all aspects of horticulture including maintenance of the new planting schemes, care of the existing historic trees and climbers and propagation of new stock for our plant sales area.
· You will be dynamic, and willing to share your knowledge to develop our team, as well as being open to learning new skills.
· You will work alongside volunteers as we seek to grow our team, to fulfil the potential of this wonderful space. 
· You will contribute to vegetable and flower production for use across the estate.
· You will help maintain our beautiful new greenhouse and ensure it is always presented to the highest standard.
· You will assist your colleagues in other areas of the garden at times - the entire site extends to approximately 24 acres.
· You will have an eye for detail and awareness of sustainable practice in the garden
· You will assist in the delivery of guided tours, and bespoke events to showcase the garden to a wide audience.
· You will support the wider Leisure and Tourism team, particularly with our busy events programme. 

What we need to see

We are looking for someone who has previous experience in a significant role within a garden open to the public. Confidence in hosting guided tours is required. We will also be hosting bespoke events as we seek to present the Garden to a wide audience.

You should have appropriate horticultural experience, great plant knowledge and an awareness of contemporary styles as well as historic.

You will have a flexible approach to duties, work well within a team and independently, be organised and an effective communicator.  We are looking for someone who can show honesty, integrity, enthusiasm and capacity for hard work and attention to detail with a cheerful approach and ‘can do’ problem solving attitude.

You must have the confidence and skills to cover for the Assistant Head gardener in his/her absence.
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